
December, 2021 

      Welcome to December! Do you have 
enough to do, yet? I do and it doesn’t appear to 
be slowing down. Maybe you are hoping as I 
am that it doesn’t speed up. We’ll compare 

notes in January and see how it went. For right now, I would like 
to suggest that we make time this Advent to simply wait and 
watch for the gift of Love. 
      The hymn, Love Came Down at Christmas (UMH 242), 
reminds us that Jesus is Love and that his birth was the gift of 
God’s love for all people. When we think about all that Jesus did, 
we are overwhelmed with just how great God’s love is for 
creation. By healing bodies and spirits, leading us in paths of 
righteousness, and teaching us to love in all the ways - child, 
sibling, partner, and parent (not an exhaustive list) - Jesus helped 
all to realize that everyone had wandered from the true way. 
      What, then, are we missing? That question brings us around to 
the opening question: Do you have enough to do, yet? The way I 
understand love, it is not a thing or things but being present to 
the ones around you. Going and doing can be fun, but they do not 
make up for not spending time together. If you want someone to 
know just how much you love them, it is best revealed through 
the amount of time you spend together. 
      Late fall and early winter are perfect opportunities to spend 
time before a fire, drink warm beverages, take walks together, 
and enjoy being together. Though Jesus did not get to live in the 
beauty that we have in the tri-state area around Chattanooga (he 
did have a hand in creating it, though), I am sure that he took 
great joy in this time because it represented the coming rebirth of 
all creation. Indeed, we too give thanks for this time because it 
holds the promise of a coming spring. 
      As we cannot hurry this time, it is probably best for all of us to 
accept it as the gift that God intended. So, take a little extra time 
to spend together this year. Drag yourself away from the 
glittering computer/tablet/cellphone screen with its false 
promises that it can connect you with the love you desire and 
look instead at the gifts of family and friends, co-workers, and  
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neighbors. Give away smiles and laughter this Christmas -you 
will likely receive many in return - and be the love God created 
you to be. 
 
The third verse of our hymn reads as follows: 

Love shall be our token; 
love be yours and love be mine; 
love to God and all men (neighbor), 
love for plea and gift and sign. 

 
May God’s gift of love to you be your gift to all this Christmas.  
And yes, it is perfectly acceptable to re-gift this one over and 
over again. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Braxton ><> 

Two events happening at Christ UMC: 
 
Roueche Chorale - Thurs., Dec. 9 and Fri., Dec. 10, at 7:00. 
If a traditional musical presentation of the Christmas story is 
your style, this group of singers from area churches is for 
you. This is their annual “Candlelight Service of Lessons & 
Carols” which is hosted by a different church each year. 
Worship with this choir, orchestra and join in singing a carol or 
two. 
  
The Metropolitan Bells - Thurs., Dec. 16 at 7:30 
Chattanooga’s community handbell ensemble offers their 
annual Christmas concert. The whole group is very good at 
what they do and smaller groups and individuals are even 
better. They use 7 octaves of handbells and choir chimes. 
Again, if you have never heard them before, I highly 
recommend you attend.  


