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      Today, June 1, 2021, was collection day 
for the Holston Conference Hands-On 
Mission Project. All of the churches in the 
Scenic South District brought their filled 

buckets to Brainerd UMC so that they could be delivered to the 
Conference collection site. It was awe-inspiring to see so many 
buckets filled and ready to be delivered to Zimbabwe in Africa.  
I was so thankful for your participation as it went a long way 
toward accomplishing our goal.  I will say this multiple times 
but here is the first time: Thank you. 
      Who benefits from these efforts? Our first answer might be 
the people who will receive them in several months after they 
have made the journey across the Atlantic Ocean on a cargo 
ship. And someone, I am sure, will make a video of the buckets 
and workers as they are unloaded and distributed to waiting 
families. All of them will smile their “Thank you” to the camera 
and all who participated here will feel good because we helped 
make it possible for these families to receive some cleaning 
supplies. Again: Thank you. 
      Are you wondering what I am wondering? Given the 
contents of the buckets, just how much help are we providing?  
What will be the lasting gift when the bottle of shampoo runs 
out and the cleaning and sanitizing products are used up? 
Don’t take this the wrong way for some have a great need for 
these products, the quantities of which are limited by the 
governments of the people receiving them. What I am asking 
instead is: Do we see our giving as supplying some needed 
products or an expression of care and love? 
      Our gifts of cleaning products and health supplies will help 
until they are exhausted. The buckets we use to pack the 
supplies will last a bit longer and, I expect, will serve many 
purposes. What will have a lasting impact for all, givers and 
receivers alike, will be the awareness of our participation in a 
circle of praise and thanksgiving. 
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      We fill the buckets with supplies because we know 
how helpful they are for us and we want to enable 
others to know that help, too. Those who receive the 
buckets will receive a few needed supplies but more 
importantly, a gift of caring, love, and concern. Each 
bucket represents someone who thought enough of the 
recipients to make the effort to send it. Behind their 
“dutiful smiles” will be a quiet “Thank you” for someone 
half a world away providing a little help in the hope of 
making life a little easier. But wait, there is more! 
      They, I expect, will lift prayers of thanksgiving for the 
thoughtful people who filled their buckets. Our gift, 
then, will be God’s grace for all givers and receivers for 
our caring for one another. As our prayers mingle with 
their prayers, may we unite in a great chorus of praise 
for the one who makes all of life possible. Praise be to 
God for the opportunity to care for one another. May it 
be our blessing to give and receive prayers and praise 
for the love God pours upon us.  Thank you. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Braxton ><> 

July 12-16 
6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Ages 3-12 years old 
 

You can begin preregistration your children 
on our facebook page or our website 
(www.graceumcsd.org). 
 
It takes a lot of workers to pull this event 
together. If you would like to participate, 
please talk to Lindsey Burgess. As it gets 
closer we will also be putting out a supply list 
where you can help provide much needed 
items for activities and decorating. 


