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So, let me start by asking you a question:
How do you approach any creative task? It
could be getting everything in place for a party
with refreshments and decorations. It could be
painting or drawing a favorite subject or a commissioned work for
a client or art show. Maybe you are musically inclined, and you
will be presenting a concert, playing with the praise band, or
gathering with friends to swap songs. Do you see? Creativity is the
gift of using your interests and talents to present an item of beauty
in order to produce joy and thankfulness.
So, where do you start? Some people will rely upon experience
to prepare and present a joyful experience. They may have done it
so many times that one might call them professionals. Most of us,
though, do not have that many opportunities to use our gifts so
each opportunity requires a bit more preparation. But whether
you are very practiced or not, one needs to begin with a good
knowledge of who the gift or presentation is for. This is so
important because the outcome needs to align with the recipient’s
expectation or it fails to cause joy.
Another question: What of the things that you do are not
expressions of your talent used for the purpose of bringing joy to
another? Have you ever thought about that? Our lives are
constantly involved in creating something that benefits others. It
may sound silly to say it, but taking out the trash, walking the dog,
mowing the grass, remembering to say “thank you” are all creative
activities in that they bless another person with your
thoughtfulness. And where there is thoughtfulness, there is love.
Part of Holy Week is Holy/Maundy Thursday when, according
to the Gospel of John, we return to the last supper that Jesus
shared with the disciples. That night, Jesus got up from the table
and assumed the role of a slave. What did he do? He gave a
powerful example of loving by washing the disciple’s feet. While
no one would call that a creative activity, it showed how even the
mundane in our lives can help others to find joy. Though it was
not apparent to the disciples at that time, it stuck with them to the
point that we remember and celebrate that event every year just
before Easter Sunday.
Too often we think that our actions do not matter to anyone
else. We believe that it makes no difference in other peoples’ lives
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and as a result, we put little to no effort into doing it well.
What we fail to remember is that everything we do is to the
glory of God. Did you catch that? Every second of our lives
is a gift from God which then translates into every thought,
word, and deed being our humble response to the giver of
life. You are an expression of God’s love thus, everything is
our “thank you” designed to offer our love in return. This
creates joy in God’s heart.
This Sunday is Easter Sunday, and we will celebrate the
resurrection of God’s only Son, Jesus. We will sing our
praise and receive Holy Communion, and we will
remember the gift of life eternal in God that was revealed to
all that day. And we will have joy.
As we go through the rest of our days - however many
they may be - may we remember to give as we have
received. God’s gift of love through Jesus was not
conditioned upon our accomplishing any one thing but was
freely given so that we might have joy. May we use every bit
of our lives creatively to give joy to everyone around us
every day. And may it fill us with the fulness of God’s love.
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