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      So, what have we learned about ourselves over the 
last six months? Maybe this: Though we may not like to 
go without some things and certain activities, we can 
persevere through. I am told by those who experienced 

the absence of supplies, services, and mobility during WWII, that we have 
had it very easy. We may grumble and we may fume over the unfairness of it 
all, but all in all, we are doing very well. 
      What have we learned about our neighbors over the last six months?  For 
the most part, they are little different from us. Some have followed the 
guidelines passed on to us from our government and some have not.  Some 
remain kind and caring while some react with varying degrees of displeasure 
even to the point of acts of violence. To understand why would require a 
great deal of investigation into histories and backgrounds, and that is 
probably more than most of us want to know. 
      What have we learned about our church over the last six months? 
Despite not being open to in-person worship or gatherings beyond family 
groups, it remains a symbol of our connection to God. We take pride in it 
when we hear or read its name. We are thankful for its presence and impact 
upon our lives when we drive by. We give thanks for all that it has meant in 
our lives and we look with anticipation to how it will be part of our future. 
      At the same time, it has resisted our efforts to bend it to our will. We 
have desired a place of safety from the coronavirus; it has not protected us. 
We have wanted it to be a symbol of our independence; it has offered us no 
such standing. Instead it calls us to release our hold on self-direction and 
walk in the way of our Lord. Instead of our personal wisdom, it calls us to 
listen to the one who has our greatest good at his heart. 
      So, what have we learned about God over these last six months? 
Personally, that God has the intention of blessing us at every point in our 
lives. When our kicking and struggling are quieted, when our mouths cease 
protesting, when our hands change from clenched to open, when our breath 
slows and is evident only in a sigh, God steps in to comfort and reassure us. 
When our needs rise from our hearts, God hears and gives us what is best 
though it may not be what we thought we needed. In this we are reassured 
that God remains the one who loves us, heals us, helps us, forgives us, and 
strengthens us to go into the world, to those who are hurting as we are, 
crying as we are, and seeking answers as we are. 
      There we bear witness to grace and mercy beyond measuring. There we 
point to the one who has been help when we could not accomplish it 
ourselves, healing for all of our hurts, and the source of hope that we will 
make it to the other side. 
      This Sunday is World Communion Sunday and a perfect time to 
remember that we are all in this together, wherever we live on this planet we 
call earth. May our worship be praise to God for the mercy we have known. 
 
O Come, let us Adore Him! 
 
Pastor Braxton  ><> 



We have began on-site worship at Grace!! We begin at our regular 
time of 9:30 a.m. with Sunday School for all ages around 10:30. We 
will be recording our worship service each Sunday that will be sent 
out by email and facebook later in the day. 
  
We have made several necessary changes in the sanctuary and in 
the worship service to lower the risk of potentially spreading the 
coronavirus. Everyone is required to wear a mask and maintain 6 ft. 
between families. Every other row of seats has been blocked off and 
we ask that there be 3 seats separation between family units. We will 
not have a printed bulletin. We will not pass the offering plates, but 
the offering plates will be at entrances to the sanctuary. We cannot 
offer snacks or drinks before or after the worship service at this 
time. You may feel free to bring a drink with you. Thank you for 
helping us keep these guidelines. 

Oct. 12 - 17   Ken Shumake              Oct. 26 - 31  Braxton & Lyndie  
        Vikki Shumake                                    Cotton 
        Lindsey Burgess 
 
The Sanctuary area will be sanitized every Sunday evening. 
 
Please contact Sharon Loftis if you can help with cleaning only the 
used areas of the church (Sanctuary, Nathex and bathrooms) on an 
every other week schedule. 

Jacky Reavley 
Sue Henderson 
Janet Rhodes 
Broom Family 

Grace UMC  
Vision Statement  

 

Celebrating God’s 
love by spreading it, 

teaching it, and  
living it.  

On Saturday, October 31, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. we will be hosting a 
Trunk or Treat. Needless to say this year will be a little different. We 
will keep one parking space between each car, we will mark off the 
parking lot so the visitors will file in a single one way line, those passing 
out candy are asked to wear mask and gloves. It is also suggested that 
you make small bags of candies to pass out. Incase of rain, the event will 
be canceled. We will not be able to have an inflatable or pass out hot 
beverages, but we feel this can still be a fun and safe event for all. If 
you plan on participating, please let Sharon Loftis or Lyndie Cotton 
know.  

Verna Anderson 
Our Church 
Our Country 


