
September, 2020 

     So, what expectations did you have for the 
year 2020 when it began? Like many of you, I 
looked forward to another year of doing the 
things that I love: being with my family, serving 

God and the people entrusted to me through the congregations of 
Grace and Fairview - pretty much the things I have been enjoying 
for the past few years. And then, somewhere in the middle of 
February and March things changed. No, not the things that I love 
doing but the way I participated in them. Now, everything requires 
a mask, hand sanitizer (han-i-tizer! Ha!), social distancing, and 
staying home. Not sure that I like the new way of doing things, but 
it is my new life. 
      What are you discovering in your new life? I have found some 
people are negatively affected by the restrictions placed upon their 
lives. Very negatively affected. It is as if all the restrictions have 
been imposed just to make their lives more difficult - never mind 
that everyone else has the same restrictions. It has caused some to 
act out in ways that are threatening or dangerous to themselves 
and others. It has also led some to react with disrespect, often to 
those who are seeking to help. Life certainly has changed. 
      So, what are we to do? I expect there will be a number of people 
who continue doing what they have always done without changing 
anything. Some will fight against anything that seeks to force new 
ways of doing things the way we always have. Some will endure the 
change forced upon them, but moan about it. And then there will 
be some who will see that the need for change has come and set 
out to see how they can use it to make life better. 
      The requirements for social distancing have significantly 
affected the way we worship. Our times of gathering to hold one 
another, sing in joy or in need, share the gift of life in birth, 
baptism, Communion, marriage, and death have been disrupted 
severely. These acts of worship have been central to how we 
defined ourselves and we are worried that we won’t know who we 
are without them. 
      I have three framed prints hanging on the wall at home. They 
share images and scripture with all who pause to read them. Let 
me share them with you. 
      Matthew 11:28 – “Come to me, all you that are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
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Jerimiah 29:11 – “For surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 
you a future with hope.” 
 
Hebrews 10:23 – “Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.” 
 
      Like it or not, we are being called into a new way of living 
and sharing the message of help, hope, and healing in Jesus 
Christ. We have the advantage of solid friendships and 
relationships with other believers whether in our congregations 
or not. We have the witness of God’s sustaining love which has 
supported us thus far and which will never depart from us. We 
also have an awareness of the need to help others find their 
place in God’s love so that they will be sustained when trials 
arise because of changes we must make. 
      Do we like having to change? No. Change is good only when 
it is someone else who has to change. But, if the work of 
sharing God’s love with others is to continue, we must change.  
So, maybe it is time to create new ways of sharing God’s love 
and caring for one another. Maybe it is time to establish new 
traditions to communicate how God has always been present 
and will continue to be with us through this trial and every 
other one to come. 
      We are in a time between what has been and what will be.  
It is a time of seeking guidance through study, prayer, and 
conversation. God has gifted us to be able to accomplish our 
part of creating new ways of understanding and 
communicating God’s love to generations to come. May God 
guide us in this opportunity. 
      Let me know what God is showing you for we are all in this 
together. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Braxton ><> 

We had a pretty good response to our August 

food drive for the Soddy Daisy Food Bank. We 

also had a few more bags delivered after this 

picture was taken. We would like to thank all 

the neighbors in the neighborhoods south of 

the church for their contribution during this 

uncertain and trying time. 


