
February, 2020 

      I am not sure where this is going, but the question I have before 
me today is simple and complex at the same time. I am wondering 
how far am I willing to go to help someone else? Would I buy them 

food or cook them meals? Would I arrange for lodging at a motel, hotel, or extended 
stay facility or would I welcome them into my home? How much would I donate if they 
were experiencing a lack of money for any reason: sickness, loss of job, or natural 
disaster to name a few. Like many I expect my answer would be that it depends on 
who it is whether family, friend, acquaintance, co-worker, someone who looks like 
they could pay me back, or other. Maybe this question is tougher than I thought. 
      We are surrounded every day by people who are experiencing a “hard stretch of 
road.” Some are easy to see while others do a good job of hiding their issues, but the 
needs are there. We have, as a caring society, established programs, facilities, 
agencies, and relief organizations to help others. Our nation provides a minimum of 
security through Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, SNAP, FEMA, and, I am sure, 
others. Each of these can help because the population of citizens in this country is 
willing to be taxed to support them.  At the same time, religious institutions and relief 
agencies support relief efforts to assist when the need arises. 
      Added to these visible efforts are a multitude of organizations who facilitate the 
work of mission teams around the world. Youth groups, family groups, mission teams, 
and medical teams go into the world every year to provide what care and help they 
can. The number of people who participate is staggering. The amount of money that 
goes to support their efforts is overwhelming. And year after year the work goes on 
because the need is constantly before us. 
      Now, back to the original question of how much I am willing to do to help. Do you 
realize that your church is one of those organizations that facilitate the efforts of 
helping others in emergencies, crises, and disasters? Because of our locations, we can 
provide needed resources to our communities. Because we are part of a district in 
Holston Conference, we can support agencies that help with medical care, nutrition, 
after school care, summer camp, and others. Because we are part of the Holston 
Conference, we can offer homes for children with no home or family, care facilities for 
the aged and infirm, and send missionaries to teach, help, and heal in many parts of 
our world. Now multiply all of that by the number of Annual Conferences around the 
world. What you do through your church truly has global consequences. 
      And so, I want to start by saying, “well done.” You are making a difference through 
your support of your church. At the same time, we could be doing more. The 
opportunity to help others grows with the number of disasters and emergencies that 
occur every day, every year. When we give to support our church, we participate in 
efforts to help others both at home and abroad. By choosing to support these efforts, 
we model the mercy and compassion of God to others. By modeling God’s mercy and 
compassion, we say “thank you” to God for God’s grace toward us. We are blessed 
because we have blessed others. 
      This year as you consider your support of your church, think about the ways you 
are helping others. As members of The United Methodist Church, we commit to 
support it through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. 
May God lead you in discovering how you can grow your support that the Kingdom of 
God may come upon the earth. 
Grace and peace,  
Pastor Braxton ><> 



The Ladies of Grace had their first meeting 
of the 2020 year last month and made a lot 
of plans for events, service projects, and 
fellowships for this year. 
 
For this month we are hosting a Baby 
Shower for William & Rhianna Westbook 
on Saturday, February 29, at 2:00 p.m. at 
the church. They are expecting a girl and 
are registered at Target and Amazon. This month's Fellowship Meal will take 

place on Wednesday, February 19, at 
6:30 p.m. The theme is "RED HOT". We 
will let you determine what that means 
(something red, something spicy, 
something hot out of the oven, etc.) We 
hope everyone will come and join us. 

February 26 
6:30 p.m. 

Fairview United Methodist Church 

We will be heading into the Hunter Trace 
neighborhood to distribute grocery bags for a 
food drive for the Soddy Area food bank on 
Saturday, February 1, at 10:00 a.m. Then we 
will return to pick up the bags on Saturday, 
February 8, also at 10:00 a.m. This is a very 
quick and easy mission project the bags are 
now rolled up in plastic bags just like 
newspapers. Then the next week we drive 
around picking up the bags that are left by 
the mail box or on the porch. We hope you 
will join us. 

April 20 – 22, 2020 

The Ramsey Hotel and 

Convention Center 

Pigeon Forge, TN 

Registration open 
now - March 20 

 at  
http://jubilation.holston.org 

 

http://emailbranding.holston.org/wf/click?upn=uvXzChH3f99XrU4rQUqaQMN1ZpVF8RYV6XPLlAn5dRc-2BHsBqJbzrYTsLVGyrFvo0U9wOUZPa23U4zTTzg-2Fw2dw-3D-3D_bIz1uSHq7mmVrtNo0ZIajhhh9w1mV3dDbLDUASOZf2oNh7LFLQFqXC-2F5T-2BlgCsAblE0G5jO0X8jaMPVgos4CNMvLw7ZFz5bUMQRQfp1winZIu-2F


      1 
10:00 a.m. - Food Drive  
                     Delivery 

2 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
5:45 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
10:00 a.m. - Food Drive  
                     Pick up 

9 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
2:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

10 
 

11 
6:30 p.m. - Church 
Council 

12 
5:45 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. - Church Picnic 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
5:45 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:30 p.m. - Fellowship  
                   Meal 

20 
6:30 p.m. - Outreach 
                    Committee 

21 22 
 

23 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
5:45 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:30 p.m. - Ash  
            Wednesday Service 

27 28 29 
2:00 p.m. - Westbrook  
                   Baby Shower 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 



Communion Servers 

 

Feb. 2 -   Ken Shumake & Brian  

                  Moseley 

 

(We serve gluten free bread and 

sugar free juice) 

Feb. 2 -  Sharon Loftis 
Feb. 9 -  Harold Ervin 
Feb. 16 - Rhianna Kroulek 
Feb. 23 -  

Feb. 2 -   Sharon Loftis 
Feb. 9 -   Ken Shumake 
Feb. 16 - Jill Burgess 
Feb. 23 - Lindsey Burgess 

Feb. 3-8 Dawn  Booker, 
    Brenda Mattox,  
    Rhianna Westbrook 
 
Feb. 17-22  Sharon Loftis
  

Please check the bulletin board in the hallway 
near the prayer room for opportunities to serve 
at Grace. 

 
Stewardship Report 

as of  January 19 
  

Attendance    22 
Giving year to date $ 2,453.43 

Grace UMC  

Vision Statement  
  

Celebrating God’s 

love by spreading it, 

teaching it, and  

living it.  

Ron Hughes 
Carmella Pacifico 
Don Woodward 

Shepard Family 
Kroulek/Westbrook 

Family 

Church Council - Tues., Feb. 11, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Outreach Committee - Thurs. Feb. 20, 6:30 p.m. 
 
 


