
August, 2019 

      One of the trials that the church struggles with 
today is decreasing attendance. This decline is 
generally blamed on the increased number of 
alternative activities offered each (and every) day of 

the week. While the increased number of other uses for available time is a 
fact in this world (just look at the increased number of things you can 
pursue with some form of computer), choosing to spend our time with one 
of them is largely a matter of choice. Laying it at the feet of studies or 
occupation resurrects the old truism: (fill in the blank) will expand to 
consume or exceed all time allotted. 
 
      Giving our time to one activity always means that another activity will 
receive less time. Thus, each person must determine what gives the best 
value for the time used. Yes, some activities are more “fun” than others, but 
there are some activities that are necessary whether we feel they add value 
or not. Though they may not be “fun,” they are definitely good for us 
(cleaning house, washing clothes, etc.). This blend of activities that adds 
value includes anything involving the church for most, if not all, of us. 
 
      The question then is, and this is the point of this article, what can we do 
to help non-attenders find that time spent with us in church-related activities 
adds value to their lives? What will leave the “accidental guest” with 
enough hunger for what they found to make them want to return? Each of 
you has found that event, activity, or setting that keeps you returning even if 
it means also serving through administrative, maintenance, or caring tasks. 
Identifying it for ourselves gives us a starting point for defining that touch 
of God that others are searching for, too. 
 
       The Church Councils of Grace and Fairview want to make every 
moment count for God. We want people to have the experience of a caring 
personal relationship that meets them where they are, in whatever place they 
are in life, and offers them the opportunity to choose to participate. So, what 
we are asking you to do is to search through your feelings about the time 
you spend in your church and let us know what has added the most value to 
your life. Also, if there is something we could do that we are not doing that 
would add value, we want to know that. 
 
      We purport to be people who care enough about others to want to enable 
them to transform their lives through the healing, help, and hope that comes 
with knowing Jesus. May it truly be so now and forever. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Braxton ><> 



The Ladies of Grace will meet at the 
church on Tuesday, August 27, at 
6:30 p.m. We will be looking at our 
Chrismons and doing any repairs 
needed and looking at creating new 
ones. If you would like to you can 
bring tacky glue; thick white felt; 
medium gauge wire; gold, white or 
silver beads of any size; or anything 
else that may be used on these 
ornaments. We will have books with 
examples and patterns. 

The August fellowship meal will take place 
on Wednesday, August 21, at 6:30 p.m. We 
will be making sandwiches and enjoying ice 

cream. There will be a sign up 
sheet with the different items 
needed starting Sunday, August 11. Oh yeah, 
there will probably be games. Come out and 
enjoy the fun and fellowship.  

The Wednesday Night Bible Study continues 
a study on the letters to the Corinthians at       
6:45 p.m. Please join us.  

It is time again for our food drive for the 
Soddy Area Food Bank. We will be going  
to the neighborhoods to the south of the 
church (Freedom Bay, River's Edge and 
Shoreline). We will meet at the church to 
deliver the grocery bags on Saturday, 
August 17, at 10:00 a.m. We have changed 
how we will deliver the bags by placing 
them in plastic bags (like newspapers) and 
throwing them out the car windows to land 
near the mailboxes. This means no more 
walking or worrying about the weather. 
This will also make it a lot quicker. We 
will then return on Saturday, August 24, 
also at 10:00 a.m. to drive through and 
pick up any bags that have been left by the 
mailboxes. We hope you will come and 
help with this important mission. 

We will be participating  again this year with providing 
Christmas shoe boxes for children in Central and 
South American countries. Beginning 
Sunday, August 4, we will have shoe 
boxes available for you to pick up, 
along with a list of suggested items, 
and instructions on how to pack them. 
The boxes will need to be returned no 
later than Sunday, August 25, so they 
can make it through customs in time 
for the children to receive them for Christmas. If 
you wish to donate money to this cause, please mark 
your checks "Christmas Shoe Boxes" and we will do 
the shopping for you. Please take as many boxes as 
you would like. 



Communion Servers 

 

Aug 4 -  

 

(We serve gluten free bread and 

sugar free juice) 

Aug 4 -  Jill Burgess 
Aug 11 - Sharon Loftis 
Aug 18 - Rhianna Westbrook 
Aug 25 - Rhianna Westbrook 

Aug 4 -  Lyndie Cotton 
Aug 11 - Sharon Loftis 
Aug 18 - Jill Burgess 
Aug 25 - Lindsey Burgess 

Aug 5-10 - Tim & Bambi 
                    Woodward 
                  Jill Burgess 
 
Aug 19-24 - Ken & Vikki 
                     Shumake 
                     Lindsey Burgess 

 
Stewardship Report 

as of  July 21, 2019 
 

Attendance   34 
Giving year-to-date  $26,491.01 

Grace UMC  
Vision Statement  

 

Celebrating God’s 
love by spreading it, 

teaching it, and  
living it.  

Burgess Family 
Sue Hutchinson 
Sheppard Family 

Janet Rhodes 

Rachael Knight 
Carmella Pacifico 

Jen Conner 
 

Thursday, Aug 15 - 6:30 p.m. - Outreach  
                                                   Committee 
Tuesday, Aug 20 - 6:30 p.m. - Church  
                                                  Council 

Please check the bulletin board in the hallway 

near the prayer room for opportunities to serve 

here at Grace. 



    1 2 3 
 

4 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

15 
6:30 p.m. - Outreach  
                  Committee 

16 
 

17 
10:00 a.m. - Food Drive   
                   Deliveries 

18 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

19 
 

20 
6:30 p.m. - Church  
                 Council 

21 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:30 p.m. - Fellowship  
                  Meal 

22 
 

23 24 
10:00 a.m. - Food Drive 
                    Pick up 

25 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

 
 

 

26 

 

27 
6:30 p.m. - Ladies of  
                   Grace 

28 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

29 30 31 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 


