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      Based solely upon observation and without statistical 
research and reports to bolster my claim, I believe that the 
one thing most people want to do before they die is to 

leave behind something that will cause them to be remembered. While some work 
to accomplish a specific goal and others go about it haphazardly, in the end their 
hope is that people will remember them even if for just one thing. How about you? 
      Great tales of heroic adventures, biographies and autobiographies, and even 
superhero comic books (to name but a few) feed the imaginations of young and old 
alike. Every tale of great courage, the overcoming of tremendous odds, or tireless 
efforts in pursuit of a goal leaves us holding on to the possibility that the story could 
be about us one day. 
      As followers of Christ Jesus, though, we are presented with a different set of 
values and goals. While the Bible is filled with tales of great heroics there are as 
many, if not more, stories of failure. For every person of strong faith there are people 
who get it wrong. What is the message here? As we read the teachings presented 
throughout the Bible, we see so many guidelines that seemingly conflict that it’s no 
wonder so many treat it as little more than a story book. 
      There is, of course, more to the Bible than stories. Woven into every book is the 
witness of a love so great that it will not give up or let go. Modeled in every act of 
restoration and displayed in every gift of renewal is love. Love is behind the account 
of creation and the ending account of re-creation. Love tempered with justice and 
mercy is the single most identifying characteristic of God. That is why we have the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. That is why we have the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to help us in our everyday lives. That is why Jesus—God’s gift of love—
identified love of God and our neighbor as the greatest teaching. 
      Why do I talk about love so much and stress the need to be loving toward all? 
One reason is that all of us, me included, can do better at loving God and my 
neighbor. It is sooo easy to fall into the trap of believing that we have that part of 
our lives down pat. And yet, how often are we surprised with a wakeup call when 
we come face-to-face with the evidence that we have acted without love? 
      The second reason is that if we are truly serious about leaving behind something 
that will cause people to remember us, we could do no better than to have them 
share the stories of how we loved others. Love is never out of style.  It is, instead, the 
greatest hallmark of a life well lived. No one ever confesses a wish to have worked 
more, accumulated more possessions, or achieved greater standing over others as 
they lie on their death bed. 
      So, I ask you today to look around you. Who are the people that need to 
experience the love of God through you? Who have you found difficult to love? 
How might God be calling you to expand your witness of love? And finally, what is 
it that you truly want people to remember you for? 
 
Grace and peace, 
Braxton ><> 



The Wednesday Night Bible Study has begun 
a new study using James W. Moore book “At 
the End of the Day - How Will You Be 
Remembered?”. Come and join in at 6:45. 

The July Fellowship Meal will be 
Wednesday, August 15, at 6:30 p.m. 
Because of  the extreme summer heat, we 

decided to have COLD cut 
sandwiches and homemade 

ICE cream. There will be a sign up 
sheet for items that need to be 
brought. Hope to see everyone there. 

All youth (grades 6-12) are invited to meet at the 

church on Wednesday nights at 5:30 for a time of 

games, fellowship and fun. For any questions see 

Lindsey Burgess. 

GRACE MARKET 

Saturday, August 11 

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

Do you have something to sell? Bring your artisan crafts, attic/
basement treasures, homemade goodies, produce, etc. and set up in 
our parking lot. The cost is $10.00 (1st time is free) and you can 
register for a spot on the church website (www.graceumcsd.com) or 
see one of the Outreach team (Lyndie, Jill, Sharon, Judy or Bill). 
This is going to a monthly event till September. Please let everyone 
you know to either come sell or shop. 

All ladies are invited to meet at the 

church on Tuesday, August 21, at 

6:30 p.m. Bring your favorite Bible 

verse and be prepared to discuss why 

it is your favorite. We will also make 

plans for the rest of the year. Ideas 

for crafts or activities are welcome. 

Hope to see you there!   



We are joining Burks UMC and UMCOR in preparing Christmas shoe 

boxes for third world children ages 2 - 12. (I misstated last month that 

this was for Operations Christmas Child). We have shoe boxes in our 

Narthex for you to use. You must use these boxes. Please try to fill the box 

but do not overfill or underfill. On the box is a list of suggested items. This 

list is printed below along with additional suggestions. Please use a 

Sharpie to mark the items included, along with if it is for a boy or girl and 

the approximate age. Feel free to decorate the outside of the box and/or put 

a Spanish quote on the outside. Suggested quotes are also noted below. 

Please take as many boxes as you wish. The boxes need to be back at 

Grace by Sunday, August 26. 

 

Hot Wheels Cars  McDonalds Toys 

Small Dolls   Marbles (no more than 5 in a baggie) 

Small Balls & Hand Pump? Wash Cloth 

Soap    Toothbrush 

Comb and Brush  Small Hand Mirror 

1 pr Socks for Sunday  1 pr Flip Flops (each boxes needs one pr) 

Dresses    Underwear (underpants & t-shirt) 

Shorts & T-shirts   

 

The advent calendars are being provided. No candy, bubble gum, 

suckers. All liquids must be in a zip lock bag.  

 

Additional suggestions: 

School supplies: Pencils (limit 4), colored pencils; small pencil sharpeners, 

etc. 

Girls: Barretts, ribbons, bows, headbands, scrunches, ponytail holders, etc. 

If doing one for a girl age 9 or older, please include a small training bra 

(size 28 or 30) and a blouse. 

 

Phrases: 

Dejad que los ninos vengan a mi. - Let the children come to me. 

Rey de todos los reyes. - King of all kings 

Un Dios amaroso. - A loving God. 

Ha Nacido el Salvador. - The Savior is born. 

 

 

It is time again to deliver grocery bags to our surrounding 

neighborhoods to collect much need non-perishable food for 

the Soddy Daisy Food Bank. We will meet at the church on 

Saturday, August 18, at 10:00 a.m. to go to some of the 

neighborhoods just to the south of the church and along Hixson 

Pike. Then the following Saturday, August 25, we will meet 

again at 10:00 a.m to go and retrieve all the bags that are left 

for us. This is a very easy mission project. Depending on the 

weather, we leave the bags at either the mailboxes or on the 

front porch. We then pick them at the same locations. We hope 

everyone will come help with this special project. 

Everyone is invited to Camp Lookout for a great day of 

fun, fellowship, and food on Sunday, August 5. Many 

activities will be available for your enjoyment, including: 

swimming pool, climbing wall, archery, ropes courses, and 

more all for free!! The fun starts at 3:00 p.m. and ends 

with a hotdog supper at 5:30 p.m. This event takes place 

rain or shine. The address is 3130 Highway 157, Rising 

Fawn, GA. Call (706) 820-1163 with any questions. 



Communion Servers 

 

August 5 - Bill & Judy Kroulek 

 

(We serve gluten free bread and 

sugar free juice) 

August 5  - 

August 12 - Sharon Loftis 

August 19 - Harold Ervin 

August 26 - Jill Burgess 

If you would like to volunteer to help in any of these very special 

areas, there is a sign up sheet at the back of the Sanctuary. 

August 6 - 11 - Lyndie Cotton 
                         Braxton Cotton 
             Karen Rhodes 
August 20 - 25 - Sharon Loftis 
                           Jill Burgess 
                          Lindsey Burgess 

August 5  - Braxton Cotton 

August 12 - Sharon Loftis 

August 19 - Lindsey Burgess 

August 26 - Jill Burgess 

 
Stewardship Report 

as of  July 22 
 

Attendance   32               
Giving year-to-date  $ 22,918.91 

Grace UMC  
Vision Statement  

 

Celebrating God’s 
love by spreading it, 

teaching it, and  
living it.  

Sam DeVries 
Vikki Shumake 

Virgil Powell 
Janet Rhodes 

Bill Chastain 
David Tabor 

Judy Langston 

Monday, August 6,  6:30 p.m. - Worship Team 

Tuesday, August 14, 6:30 p.m. - Church Council 

Thurs., August 16, 7:00 p.m. - Outreach Committee 



   1 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

2 3 4 
 

5 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

6 
6:30 p.m. - Worship      
                  Team 

7 
 

8 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
8:00 a.m. - Grace  
                  Market 

12 
 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

13 
 

14 
6:30 p.m. - Church  
                 Council 

15 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:30 p.m. - Fellowship  
                  Meal 
 

16 
7:00 p.m. - Outreach  
                 Committee 

17 
 

18 
10:00 a.m. - Drop Off  
          Food Drive Bags 

19 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

20 
 

21 
6:30 p.m. - Ladies of  
                  Grace 

22 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

23 
 

24 25 
10:00 a.m. - Pick Up  
           Food Drive Bags 

26 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

 
 

27 

 

28 29 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                  Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

30 31  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 


