
May, 2018 

      As I write this article, I am completing my 

sixth week of forced, limited movement. It has 

been quite the experience and not one I would 

wish on anyone else. 

      If this accident has taught me anything, it is how much we need 

each other. You know what I am talking about. Times when we are 

broken physically or spiritually are overcome only by the grace and 

mercy of God, often through others. Helping hands, comforting and 

assuring hands are what enable us to have the necessities of life. 

Without others, we lose the ability to overcome the adversities to 

providing what is necessary for life. We need one another. 

      Jesus speaks of our need for connection. Using the image of a grape 

vine, he says we need to be connected to him. He is the vine and we are 

the branches. He supplies the nourishment and we produce fruit. Every 

vine must have roots and Jesus speaks of his connection to his Father 

and how our fruit-bearing glorifies God. It is one great system for 

feeding the world with fruit that lasts, that nourishes and sustains life 

in all of us. 

      We are each branches of the vine. Collectively we are responsible for 

bearing fruit that nourishes the people in our communities and beyond. 

Whether we know the people who live around us or not, we offer a 

source of fruit that is nourishing for their lives. That fruit can be 

helping, caring, feeding, sharing, understanding, and loving to name but 

a few. These are the things that people need whether they will admit it 

or not - whether they will receive it or not. 

      Those most familiar with grape production say that vines need great 

care. Vines must be lifted up out of the dirt to prevent rot and enable 

growth. Vines must be pruned to promote the production of fruit. There 

is more to this than I can speak of, but I can see by what I do know that 

we are each part of the process of caring for the vine. 

      Our expressions of care and concern for one another serve to keep 

the vine lifted out of the dirt. Sharing what God is doing in our lives 

serves to promote growth which leads to fruit-bearing. It is this fruit 

that we then take with us to feed others. We feed others in 

conversations and acts of kindness and mercy. Our fruit is evident in the 

ways we respond to adversity and challenge. It is evident in the ways we 

care for brokenness. It is evident in the ways that we share our love and 

enable healing. Everything we do shares the fruit that we produce 

through our connection to Jesus. 

      In the end, if it were not for Jesus and how he is present in all of us, 

we would not be able to bear much fruit. The daily reminders of God's 

provision for our lives - God's gifts of healing, help, and hope - enable us  



Holston Conference’s Hands on Mission 

This year the Scenic South District will be putting together 
Home Kits to go to Zimbabwe. Items needed are: 
 - 1 bottle hand sanitizer (10 oz. or less) 
 - 1 bottle liquid toilet cleaner (24 oz. or less) 
 - 1 laundry detergent (liquid or powder, 40 loads or less) 
 - 1 bottle dish liquid (25 oz. or less) 
 - 1 bottle shampoo (15 oz. or less) 
 - 1 bottle body lotion (21 oz. or less) 
 - 1 spray deodorant (4 oz. or less) 
 - 1 bottle antibacterial hand soap (10 oz. or less) 
 - 1 roll paper towels  
Place all items in a NEW 5-gallon bucket with lid. 

Include $5.00 for shipping (Turn this into the church. Do not 

put it in the bucket.)  
Bring buckets to the church by Sunday, May 27. 

to work for the best future for all. We serve to assure others that God 

cares for them in their situations. When others, who may not know 

God, experience mercy, forgiveness, compassion, and consolation, they 

taste the fruit that God so richly provides to all of God's children. 

      And so, it comes down to this: I need you, you need me, and you 

need each other. Together we provide nurture and care to one 

another. Together we care for the vine that we might produce much 

fruit - fruit that will last. Together we are responsible for carrying 

that fruit into the world to feed those who hunger and thirst for 

justice. Together we enable this world to be the expression of God's 

love realized. Together we proclaim peace. May it be so. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Braxton  ><> 

The May Fellowship meal will be 
Wednesday, May 16, at 6:30 p.m. We are 
going to celebrating the End of School Year 
with a regular pot luck meal and games. 
Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share 
and any group games you have. Hope 
everyone will join in this time of fun, food, 
and fellowship. 

All youth (grades 6-12) are invited to meet 

at the church on Wednesday nights at 5:30 

for a time of games, fellowship and fun. For 

any questions see Lindsey Burgess. 

On Thursday, May 10, at 6:00 p.m. everyone is 
invited to a Spaghetti Dinner honoring the girl 
scout troops that meet at our church. We need 
help with the purchasing, preparing and serving 
the meal, as well as people to come and 
fellowship with these special families. If you can 
help with the preparation, please be at church by 
5:30. A sign up sheets is in the back of the 
Sanctuary. 



Thank you to Dawn Booker for a wonderful 

time of painting last month. The brunch 

that was planned for this month has been 

cancelled. If we plan a make up date we 

will let you know. Start thinking about if 

you would like to go on the annual Ladies 

Get-Away weekend to Pigeon Forge in 

November. 

This year’s VBS is July 9 - 13. We are going to have a 
meeting on Sunday, May 20, at 3:30 p.m. for those who have 
already volunteered, as well as anyone who may be interested 
in helping in any way. If you want to help, but cannot attend 
the meeting, please contact Lindsey Burgess or Mysty 
Moseley prior to the meeting. Thanks in advance for your 
heart for the children in our community and your willingness 
to help share God's love with them.  

The Wednesday Night Bible Study will 
continue a study on “Embracing the 
Uncertain” by Magrey R. deVega. Come and 
join in at 6:45. 

GRACE MARKET 

Saturday, May 12 

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

Do you have something to sell? Bring your artisan crafts, attic/
basement treasures, homemade goodies, produce, etc. and set 
up in our parking lot. The cost is $10.00 and you can register 
for a spot on the church website (www.graceumcsd.com) or 
see one of the Outreach team (Lyndie, Jill, Sharon, Judy or 
Bill). This is going to a monthly event till September. Please let 
everyone you know to either come sell or shop. 

On May 6, at 2:00 p.m. we will hold a 
QPR Suicide Intervention Class here 
at Grace. Learn how to recognize the 
signs of suicide, know how to offer 
hope, and where to get help. You can 
help save the life of a friend, colleague, 
sibling, or neighbor. It will last 2 
hours. If you have any questions, 
please see Sam DeVries. 



Communion Servers 

 

May 6 - Sam Devries & 

              Carmella Pacifico 

 

(We serve gluten free bread and 

sugar free juice) 

May 6   - Susie Moseley 

May 13 - Karen Rhodes 

May 20 - Sharon Loftis 

May 27 - Dawn Booker 

If you would like to volunteer to help in any of these very special 

areas, there is a sign up sheet at the back of the Sanctuary. 

April 30 - May 5 - Harold Ervin 
 
May 14 - 19 - Lyndie Cotton,  
                      Braxton Cotton,  
                      Karen Rhodes 

May 6   - Judy Kroulek 

May 13 - Dawn Booker 

May 20 - Sharon Loftis 

May 27 - Lindsey Burgess 

 
Stewardship Report 

as of  April 22 
 

Attendance   25               
Giving year-to-date  $ 10,444.58 

Grace UMC  
Vision Statement  

 

Celebrating God’s 
love by spreading it, 

teaching it, and  
living it.  

Virgil Powell 
Janet Rhodes 
Bill Chastain 
Bob Mitchell 

Rita Carter 
David Tabor 

Judy Langston 

Tues., May 8 - 6:30 p.m. - Grace’s SPRC 
Mon., May 14 - 6:30 p.m. - Worship Committee 
Thurs., May 17 - 7:00 p.m. - Outreach Committee 



  1 2 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                   Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

3 4 5 
 

6 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
2:00 p.m. - QPR Suicide  
                  Intervention 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

7 
 

8 
6:30 p.m. - SPRC  
                  Meeting 

9 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                   Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

10 
6:00 p.m. - Girl  
             Scout Dinner 

11 
 

12 
8:00 a.m. - Grace  
                   Market 

13 

Mother’s Day 

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

14 
6:30 p.m. - Worship  
              Committee  

15 
 

16 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                   Fellowship 
6:30 p.m. - Fellowship  
                   Meal 

17 
7:00 p.m. - Outreach  
                Committee 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
5:30 p.m. - Youth  
                   Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

24 
 

25 26 
 

27 
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 

 
 

28 

Memorial Day 

29 30 
:30 p.m. - Youth  
                   Fellowship 
6:45 p.m. - Bible Study 

31   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 


