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ﬂ—\ . Imagine you have just come home from being
W away. Tired, you pick up the mail, let yourself into

your home, and flip on the lights. Settling into a
chair to look at the mail, you notice that one envelope is not a bill and
not an advertisement, and it feels thicker than most letters. Addressed
to you in a personal hand, there is no return address. Opening the
letter, a number of pages fall out. Picking them up you read,

My Dearest Child,

I have wanted to write you for so long. I have watched you as
you have dealt with challenges and trials, struggled with making a
way in this world, and been battered by events you could not have
foreseen or avorded. I am proud of the way you have persevered.
Though it has not been easy, and many times you have felt like
giving up, you did not and chose instead to try again.

You look at the other pages and you see a narrative of your life.
Moments and events you never thought anyone would ever know about,
interspersed with notations of help given. Amazed, you find that the
times where something went well, things worked out, and you actually
caught a break are the times when the author indicates that you were
reassured, consoled, comforted, and given a bit of rest by the love and
care of others.

Astounded at the amount of detail, you turn back to the letter. After
a couple of paragraphs of encouragement, the author writes,

Please know that I will always be with you. I am always available to
talk; call anytime.

Father

P.S. Ilove you. -F-

Sounds a little fanciful, but the truth is that our Father does indeed
watch over us and help us in ways that seem more accidental than
intentional. Few, if any, of us live lives that are free of trials,
disappointments, and brokenness. Yet, we live on because we know the
source of our strength.

As we look to be renewed with lives filled with the joy of
resurrection, take some time to look around at your family, friends, and
neighbors. Who is struggling? Who needs a word of encouragement?
Who just needs a break from the daily grind? Can you reach out to build
a relationship that allows you to share God’s love with them? We need
each other more than we like to admit. May God lead you to where
someone who needs to know his love can experience it through you.

Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!
Braxton ><>




Easter Sunday, April 1, we will begin with a Sunrise Service at
7:00 a.m. followed by an Easter Breakfast. We will have regular
service at 9:30 and Sunday School at 10:45.
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Thank you to all the ladies who brought

items for the Easter baskets for our
shut-ins. This month all ladies are
invited to a paint party on Saturday,
April 21, at 3:30 p.m. at the church.
We will be painting beautiful flowers.
Please be sure to invite all your friends.

The cost is 10.00.
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The April Fellowship meal will be April 18, at
6:30 p.m. We will have a soup and salad meal.
Since it is “April showers” we are going to
have a shower for our church. We will be
asking for pantry and cleaning supplies. A
display will be in the Narthex. Hope everyone
will join in this time of fun, food, and
tellowship.

The Wednesday Night Bible Study will ’

continue a study on “Embracing the

Uncertain” by Magrey R. deVega. Come and EMBRA@NG
join in at 6:45. UNCERTAIN

A Lenten Study for Unsteady Times.

Saturday, March 14
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Do you have something to sell? Bring your artisan crafts, attic/
basement treasures, homemade goodies, produce, etc. and set up in
our parking lot. The cost is $10.00 and you can register for a spot on
the church website (www.graceumcsd.com) or see one of the
Outreach team know (Lyndie, Jill, Sharon, Judy or Bill). This is
going to a month event till September. Please let everyone you
know to either come sell or shop.
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‘ Mon., April 9 - 6:30 p.m. - Worship Committee
A Tuesday, April 10 - 6:30 p.m. - Church Council

g‘mg Thurs., Aptil 19 - 7:00 p.m. - Outreach Committee
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Prayer
uests
Virgil Powell Mary Fix
) Janet Rhodes Sheena Pilkington
.;?,i Tillery Phillips Bob Mitchell
?\ d’ledUI ] Micah Pelkington Rita Carter
Brenda Mattox Jean Houstrup
. . . . B M David T
April 1 - Harold Ervin April 1 - Lyndie Cotton B?ﬁl%yhasa}cgizx avid Tabor
April 8 - April 8 - Lindsey Burgess
April 15 - Sharon Loftis April 15 - Sharon Loftis Y
April 22 - Jill Burgess April 22 - Jill Burgess v * *
April 29 - April 29 - Jeff Garrett

All youth (grades 6-12) are invited to join
in a puppet ministry. They meet ever
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. If you are
Church o, interested, contact Lindsey Burgess for
Cleaning fp)>— . .

W more information.
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Communion Servers 2 * *

April 2 - 7 - Dawn Booker,

' Celebrating God’s
. | love by spreadingit,
7 teaching it, and

April 1 - Lyndie Cotton, Brenda Mattox,
Mysty Moseley, Ron Hughes Brenda Stocker @N
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(We serve gluten free bread and sugar free April 16 -21 - Rhianna Westbrook ¢ Z g Grace UMC B n
Juice) Judy Kroulek | Vision Statement| Stewardship Report
Cindy Garrett ? e as of March 18

Attendance 35
living it. Giving yeat-to-date $ 10,705.01

If you would like to volunteer to help in any of these very special
areas, there is a sign up sheet at the back of the Sanctuary.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
7:00 a.m. - Sunrise Setvice 5:30 p.m. - Youth
7:30 a.m. - Sunrise Puppets
Breakfast 6:45 p.m. - Bible Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service | 6:30 p.m. - Worship 6:30 p.m. - Church 5:30 p.m. - Youth 5:45 p.m. - Mustard 8:00 a.m. - Grace
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School Committee Council Puppets Tree Ministties Market
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 6:45 p.m. - Bible Study
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 5:30 p.m. - Youth 7:00 p.m. - Outreach 3:30 p.m. - Ladies of
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School Puppets Committee Grace
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 6:30 p.m. - Fellowship
Meal
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service 5:30 p.m. - Youth
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School Puppets
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice 6:45 p.m. - Bible Study
29 30

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School
5:00 p.m. - Choir Practice




